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Performance contracts raise worry at universities 


oncerm is mounting among 
university administrators 


about how the Quebec govern- 
ment’s plans to integrate 
performance indicators into their 
new funding formula will affect 
their institutions. 

Rector Frederick Lowy remind- 
ed University Senate last Friday 
that the Mike Harris government 
in Ontario has already brought in 
performance contracts that 
reward universities for an increase 
in their graduation rates and for 
the number of graduates who 
find work in their field after six 
months and two years. The 
Ontario government penalizes the 
institutions for poor performance 


in meeting these objectives. 

In fact, Lowy said, the differ- 
ence in ranking between the top 
third and bottom third of 
Ontario’s universities is insuffi- 
cient to justify the penalties. 

For nearly 20 years, Quebec 
universities’ funding has been 
based on a historical model set in 
1982, with adjustments made 
each year for enrolment and 
other variables. However, Educa- 
tion Minister Francois Legault 
has announced that a new model 
will be established based on pre- 
sent conditions. 

Provost Jack Lightstone told 
Senate that he approves of this 
approach, but although “the the- 


ory is commendable, everything 
depends on the formula.” 
Registrar Lynne Prendergast is 
concerned that Concordia’s acces- 
sibility will be a liability if 
performance contracts put a pre- 
mium on quick graduation. 
“Many students at Concordia have 
to work and raise families while 
they study, so naturally it takes 
many of them longer to get 
through their programs,” she said. 
Legault has also indicated 
that he wants the average teach- 
ing load to be raised from 3.9 
courses per year to between 
four to six per year. This has 
some faculty members across 
Quebec worried that their 


research commitments will suf- 
fer, and their teaching will 
suffer accordingly. 

A news release last Thursday 
from FQPPU, the Fédération 
québécoise des professeures et 
professeurs d’université, de- 
nounced Legault’s working paper 
as “pas une politique de finance- 
ment, mais un ensemble de 
mesures coercitives destinées a 
contréler le monde universitaire.” 

An editorial in The Gazette on 
Saturday echoed these senti- 
ments. Headlined “Knowing 
when to quit,” it said, “Learning 
works best when independent of 
dictates handed down by the 
state. Universities should have 


the autonomy to decide how pro- 
fessors can best spend their 
time.” 

Financial incentives of $1,000 
to $3,000 are being given by the 
Quebec government to graduates 
in computer science, computer, 
electrical or software engineering 
and multimedia, and the univer- 
sities themselves are being given 
$2,000 incentives for each new 
student who enters these fields. 
At the same time, the tuition dif- 
ferential for Canadian students 
from outside Quebec will be 
increased next fall, from $3,540 
to $4,080 for one full-time year. 
Residents of Quebec currently 
pay about $1,660. - BB 


Sensational conference Coming up 


BY DEBBIE HUM 


here’s about to be a revolu- 
tion in the academy, and it’s 
going to be sensational. 

Uncommon Senses is an inter- 
national conference taking place 
at Concordia from April 27 to 29, 
sponsored by the Concordia Sen- 
soria Research Team and 
Lonergan College. It will feature 
175 speakers from across Canada 
and the United States, as well as 
England, Portugal, France and 
Australia. 

Participants represent a diversi- 
ty of disciplines, including art 
history, sociology, anthropology, 
philosophy and architecture. 
Don’t be misled, though, this is 
not a standard academic confer- 
ence. Accompanied by an 
exhibition called Vital Signs in the 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
and a performance series called 
Sentience, the conference promis- 
es to be a_ stimulating, 
intellectually enlightening, “total 
sensory event.” 


The conference is 
being organized by 
Constance Classen 
(Lonergan College), 
David Howes (Sociolo- 
gy and Anthropology), 
and graduate students 
Jennifer Fisher and Jim 
Drobnick. The Concor- 
dia Sensoria Research 
Team also includes 
Anthony Synnott, the 
project director, Brian 
Foss and Joan Acland, 
among others. 

Constance Classen, this 
year's Lonergan College 
distinguished scholar, 
explained recently that the visu- 
alism of modern culture is the 
result of the Enlightenment 
emphasis on science and reason, 
both of which were associated 
with sight, and the development 
of technologies in the 19th and 
20th centuries that also emphasize 
sight: photography, film, televi- 
sion and computers. Until then, 
the other senses often played a 
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much more important social role. 
“We're interested in getting acade- 
mics to look at other sensory 
domains,” she said. 

Noting the primacy of visual 
perception in conventional West- 
ern aesthetics, David Howes, 
who has played a formative role 
in developing the field of the 
“anthropology of the senses,” 
explained that other cultures cul- 


MONSENSES 


tivate the other senses to a 
much greater degree. For 
example, there’s poly- 
rhythmic dancing in West 
African cultures, where 
people move different 
parts of their bodies in 
synchrony with different 
beats, or Navajo sand 
paintings, where divine 
representations in the 
sand are rubbed onto 
individuals in healing rit- 

uals. Japanese society is a 

classic example of one in 

which the sense of smell 
is cultivated to a high 
degree. 

“Many non-Western societies 
have a different idea of art,” 
Howes said. “Art is transitory and 
art is tactile. This is quite differ- 
ent from the dominant idea of art 
that we have in the Western 
world — that you should hang it 
on the wall.” 

One of the questions presen- 
ters will be addressing is how the 
senses are engaged, or manipu- 


lated, in popular culture. In some 
ways, the senses are anesthetized; 
for example, going to a film or 
watching a video engages the 
senses of sight and hearing but 
neutralizes our other senses. At 
the same time, going to a rock 
concert can result in “hyperaes- 
thesia,” being flooded with a 
whole variety of sensations 
beyond light and sound. 

The ‘60s rock revolution is an 
instance of people wanting to 
return to a more multisensory, 
tribal kind of world, Classen 
said. “People were rebelling 
against the sensory deficit that 
they perceived in modern cul- 
ture and wanting to experience a 
more multisensory world. In 
some cases this was done 
through hallucinogens, in other 
cases participating in the mass, 
open-air rock concerts in which 
one would be involved in a very 
dynamic, interpersonal and mul- 
tisensory event, rather than just 


... please see Senses, page 11 
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Students design a Canadian first — 
a contraception guidebook for their peers 


BY MICHELLE RAINER 


D*: the birth control pill 
cause cancer? Can you pee 
while wearing the female con- 
dom? And how effective is the 
contraceptive sponge, anyway? 

In these sex-savvy times, it’s 
easy to think we know everything 
we need to about protecting our- 
selves from pregnancy and STDs, 
but as Sex Sense, a book designed 
by Concordia students, shows, 
there’s more to contraception 
than what you learned in high 
school. 

“T feel like such an expert 
now,” said Natasha Vairo, one of 
seven Design Art students who 
helped design the book. She 
now has plenty of advice for her 
friends. “I’m saying things like, 
‘Have you heard of the Lea con- 
traceptive?” 

Sex Sense is the brainchild of 


local communication consultant 
Elke Henneberg, who was com- 


missioned to create a contracep- 
tion guide for the Society of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecolo- 
gists of Canada. As the book’s 
author, Henneberg says, who 
better to design the book than 
some of the 14- to 25-year-olds 
it was meant for? 

“The subject of sex and contra- 
ception and protection against 
sexual infections is very much a 
concern for young people, and I 
didn’t want to create a book with 
no input from the target audi- 
ence,” said Henneberg. “The 
Design Department of Concordia 
has a very good reputation, so I 
approached Lydia Sharman, Chair 
of the Design Art Deparment.” 

The project was too big to be 
done in a single class, so under 
the direction of assistant profes- 
sor Michael Longford, a handful 
of students was asked to partici- 
pate. Fourteen months of hard 
work later, the result is Canada’s 
first extensive resource on con- 





traception for young people. 

But it was also a learning expe- 
rience for everyone involved. “I 
oversaw the project, but there 
was a real effort to try and work 
as collectively as possible,” Long- 
ford said. He selected students 
with strong design skills who 
were doing well in class and 
could afford to spend so much 
time on an outside project. 

The students dealt with every 
aspect of production, from 
choosing photographers to giving 
advice on how to make the text 
accessible to people their age. As 
paid contractors, they also 
learned a bit about negotiating a 
contract and had regular meet- 
ings with Henneberg to talk 
about their progress. 

Kajin Goh, a student who 
worked on the book, says the 
countless nights spent at the stu- 
dio — often until 3 or 4 a.m. — 
were all worth it. “The main 
thing is that it’s no longer acade- 
mic; it’s not just theoretical,” he 
said. “It actually gets distributed.” 

“It’s just a major confidence- 
booster,” Vairo added. “Talk 
about preparing you for the 
industry — that’s it. Long hours 
of craziness.” 

None of that craziness shows 
in the final product, which is 
smoothly professional. The book 
features original illustrations and 
photography (also done by 
Concordia students), and can be 
read cover to cover or looked at 


Big ideas at linguistics conference 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


eee small but signifi- 
cant Linguistics unit has 
high hopes for NAPhC 1 — the 
first North American Phonology 
Conference, scheduled to take 
place here April 28 to 30. 

Phonology — the study of how 
the mind organizes the sounds of 
speech — is one of the main 
branches of theoretical linguis- 
tics; the other is syntax, the study 
of word order and sentence 
structure. 

Breakthroughs in phonology 
have been so dramatic in recent 
years that they have not only 
penetrated the mainstream and 
influenced fields such as speech 
synthesis and recognition, but 
they have also shed new light on 
philosophical issues such as the 
so-called mind/body problem 
and the nature of knowledge. 

Think of the impact of Noam 
Chomsky, who debunked the 
behavioural psychologists of the 
1950s and developed “generative 
linguistics,” showing us that the 


capacity for language is embed- 
ded in the mind at birth. 

To kick off the conference, the 
Linguistics Student Association 
has organized a public lecture “by 
the man who got Chomsky his job 
at MIT,” Professor Charles Reiss 
said enthusiastically. Morris Halle, 
now institute professor emeritus at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), co-wrote a 
seminal book with Chomsky, and 
together, they made MIT the lead- 
ing linguistics centre in the world. 

Reiss followed his PhD super- 
visor, Mark Hale, to Concordia 
from Harvard several years ago, 
and the two scholars have never 
looked back. Reiss enumerated 
the reasons. 

“For the last few years, 
Concordia students have done 
better in applying to PhD pro- 
grams than students at Harvard; 
last year we had two students 
accepted at MIT. Harvard had 
none,” Reiss said proudly. “Our 
students are doing extremely well 
again this year. 

“The range of students here is 


more interesting in many ways 
— in a class of 20, I can have as 
many as 10 languages represent- 
ed. It’s also easier to get research 
funding in Canada, and the 
Concordia administration has 
been supportive of this confer- 
ence and of the Linguistics 
program in general.” 

Reiss and Hale see this confer- 
ence as the first in a regular North 
American series, dovetailing with 
an international linguistics confer- 
ence held every second year in 
Holland. The Linguistics Depart- 
ment at Berkeley has already 
offered to organize NAPhC 2. 

Reiss and Hale also intend to 
launch a linguistics journal from 
Concordia. Oxford University 
Press has expressed interest, and 
they have lined up contributing 
editors at Harvard and MIT. 

They are looking forward to 
“friendly but vigorous debate” at 
three days packed with presenta- 
tions by scholars from around the 
world. For a full program, please 
consult the conference Web site, at 
http://modlang-hale.concordia.ca/ 
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Professor Michael Longford and students Natasha Vairo and Kajin Goh 
stretch out on a mattress to leaf through their handiwork. 


in sections as a quick reference 
guide. Each chapter is intro- 
duced with a ‘nutshell’ summary, 
and icons and colour-coding are 
used to make it easy to find what 
you're looking for. 

Henneberg has high hopes that 
the students will win prizes for 
the design and layout. “It’s 
extremely beautiful,” she said. 





“It’s out of this world.” 

Sex Sense will be distributed 
through pharmaceutical compa- 
nies to doctors, who will pass it 
on to their patients. Although it 
won't be available in bookstores 
until June when the French trans- 
lation is ready, an English version 
is now available at the Concordia 
bookstore for $12.95. 





Honorary Degree Nominations 


Honorary degree nominations are being sought for convoca- 
tion ceremonies of the 2000-2001 academic year. 


All members of the Concordia University community (faculty, 
students, staff and alumni) are invited to submit nominations. 
Please note that current members of the faculty, the adminis- 
tration or the Board of Governors are not eligible to receive 
honorary degrees. Every nomination must include a detailed 
curriculum vitae and a succinct statement explaining (i) why 
the nominator thinks the candidate is worthy of the honour, 
and (ii) what makes the candidate an appropriate honorand 
for Concordia University. The nomination deadline for con- 
vocation ceremonies to be held in the upcoming academic 


year is 15 April 2000. 


Nomination forms, as well as the criteria used in selecting 
honorands, are available from Huguette Albert in the Office of 
the Registrar, S-LB-700 (phone 848-2622). Completed forms 
should be submitted to her attention as Secretary of the Grad- 
uation Ceremonies Committee. If the nominee is clearly 
faculty-specific, please send a copy of the form to the Assis- 
tant of the Dean in the appropriate Faculty. 
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Famous voices live on 
through early technology 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


ason Camlot’s latest enthusi- 

asm is a century-old 
recording of Sir Herbert Beer- 
bohm Tree, a leading actor of his 
day, performing the scene from 
George du Maurier’s popular 
novel Trilby, in which the evil 
mastermind Svengali mesmerizes 
his subject, repeating his own 
name slowly over and over until 
Trilby succumbs. 

For the young English profes- 
sor, who is studying the impact 
of sound recording on literature, 
this item is rich in meaning. It is 
a rare example of the late-Victori- 
an declamatory acting style, for 
one thing, but more than that, it’s 
a vivid illustration — both in 
form and content — of the 
power of the spoken word. 

As a child in Montreal, Camlot 
grew up fascinated by recording 
technology. After an undergradu- 
ate degree at Concordia, he did 
his PhD on the rhetoric of Victo- 
rian literature at Stanford 
University, whose excellent 
archive of recorded sound whet- 
ted his appetite for further 
research. Now he has embarked 
on a study of what he calls 
“phonopoetics,” concerned with 
the impact of sound recording on 
literary production. 

“When Edison invented the 
talking machine in 1877,” Cam- 
lot explained, “he imagined it 
being useful and commercially 
viable mainly in offices, for dicta- 
tion. He did not originally think 
of [recording] music, but focused 
on the spoken voice. 

“Early fantasies of the technolo- 
gy included voice libraries of 
poets and statesmen, talking 
books, talking dolls, and the 
preservation of words spoken 
from the deathbed. That has pro- 
vided interesting material for me.” 

Fragments of early voice 
recordings can be found in all 
sorts of surprising places. This 
summer, Camlot is going to 
Lansing, Michigan, to visit the 
Vincent Voice Library built up by 
a non-academic collector called 
Bob Vincent. Even Montreal has 
an interesting collection of 
recording machines (and a few 
cylinders, although mainly of 
music) in the little-known Musée 
Emile-Berliner, housed in a for- 
mer recording production house 
in St. Henri. 

The late Victorians were fasci- 
nated by sound and technology. 
Camlot reminds us that Henry 
Higgins, Shaw’s speech coach in 
Pygmalion (later My Fair Lady), was 
modeled on the actual phonologist 
Henry Sweet, who roamed Lon- 
don, writing what he heard 
around him in a shorthand script 
he had developed to reproduce the 





sounds of speech. 
Sweet also made 
recordings for his 
work on etymolo- 
gy, the study of the 
origin of words. 

In the 1890s, 
when the technol- 
ogy was new, 
voice recordings 
on wax cylinders 
were made for 
their cultural and 
historical signifi- 
cance. Alfred Lord 
Tennyson was the 
literary superstar 
then, and he was 
recorded by an 
Edison enthusiast 
named Charles 
Steytler reading 
The Charge of the 
Light Brigade, 
whose opening 
lines (“Into the 
valley of death 
rode the six hundred”) could be 
chanted by every British school- 
child. 

Edison’s agent in England, 
Colonel George Gouraud, collect- 
ed this and other recordings of 
famous voices, including celebri- 
ty nurse Florence Nightingale 
and prime minister William 
Gladstone. Such recordings were 
played to audiences in large halls, 
both to advertise the new tech- 
nology, and to commemorate 
significant historical occasions, 
such as the anniversaries of 
famous battles. 

Camlot is particularly interest- 
ed in this convergence of the 
commercial and nationalistic uses 
of sound recording in the early 
years. He is also going to England 
this summer to do research on 
Gouraud’s collection. 

Even Queen Victoria had her 
voice recorded — on the condi- 





tion, which was fulfilled, that 
the recording would be 
destroyed after she had heard it. 
Majesty, as she well knew, 
depends on mystery. 

What fascinates the scholar in 
Dr. Camlot is that voice record- 
ing “possesses the presence and 
immediacy of real speech, and 
yet is simultaneously ‘other’ and 
disembodied.” While he is begin- 
ning at the beginning, in the late 
19th century, he has much to 
look forward to as his project 
proceeds, from the earliest snip- 
pets of Tennyson and Robert 
Browning, to the richly evocative 
20th-century performances of 
T.S. Eliot and Dylan Thomas. 

Next month, Camlot will pub- 
lish a book of poems, The 
Animal Library (DC Books). The 
collection includes poems 
inspired by his fascination with 
recorded voice. 


TYPE-WRITING FROM PHONOGRAPH DICTATION, AN ILLUSTRATION FROM AN 
1888 PUBLICATION ON “THE PERFECTED PHONOGRAPH,” BY INVENTOR 
THOMAS EDISON. 
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This column welcomes the submissions of all Concordia 
faculty and staff to promote and encourage individual 
and group activities in teaching and research, and to 
encourage work-related achievements. 


Stanley G. French (Philosophy) gave a public lecture at the Universi- 
ty of British Columbia on March 15 on “Violence Against Women: 
Learning from Teaching.” French is a Visiting Scholar at UBC’s Centre 
for Research in Women’s Studies and Gender Relations. 


Crista McInnis (Classics) was one of the two undergraduate winners 
of the J.D. Ferguson Foundation numismatic essay contest. Her win- 
ning essay, titled “Foundation Iconography on Roman Coins: A 
Study of the Romulus and Aeneas Legends,” will be published in 
Picus, the annual of the Classical and Medieval Numismatic Society. 


L.J. Sanders (Classics) has published a review of Bezalel Bar Coch- 
ba’s Pseudo Hecataeus on the Jews: Legitimizing the Jewish 
Diaspora, in Classical Views 43 (1999), pp. 304-311. 


If you’re planning to go to the Stratford Festival this summer, you 
may run into several of our graduates. Francesca Callow (BFA 91), 
who graduated in Design for the Theatre, is designing sets for The 
Three Musketeers and Oscar Remembered. Andrew Burr (BA 99), 
who took his degree in Western Society and Culture, is in the Strat- 
ford Players company. If New York is more your style, look for a big 
show opening on Broadway this month called The Green Bird. Chris- 
tine Jones (BFA 89), another Theatre Design graduate, is working on 
it with director Julie Taymore, who last designed the hit Broadway 
musical The Lion King. 


Arshad Ahmad (Finance) presented a series of lectures and work- 
shops on integrating technology with learning at the University of 
Victoria in early March. He was also invited by McGraw Hill Ryerson 
and Red River College in Winnipeg to host sessions on “technology 
in the curriculum and best practice teaching methods.” 


Congratulations to Lise Ostiguy (Applied Human Sciences), who was 
presented with the Tommy Wilson Award at the annual convention 
in Florida of the American Alliance for Health, Physical Recreation 
and Dance. The award is given by the American Association for 
Leisure and Recreation for outstanding work in recreation for people 
with disabilities. 


Randy Swedburg, Chair of Applied Human Sciences, was also hon- 
oured at the conference in Florida. He was one of 44 people 
inducted into the North American Society of Health, Physical Educa- 
tion, Recreation, Sport and Dance Professionals. Already a Fellow in 
the American Leisure Academy and recipient of several international 
awards in his field, he was described in the citation as “a leader in 
the field of recreation and leisure throughout the world.” 


Filippo Salvatore (Modern Languages) was the featured speaker at 
the National Congress of Italian Canadians, held in Montreal on 
March 19. He spoke on “Identity and a Sense of Belonging: The 
Struggles Facing Italian-Canadian Youth.” 


S.V. Hoa, A.D. Ngo, Rajamohan Ganesan and G. Rohrauer, all mem- 
bers of the Concordia Centre for Composites, attended the third 
joint Canada-Japan workshop on composites, held in Kyoto March 6 
to 10. This conference, held alternately in Montreal and Kyoto since 
1996, was conceived by Dr. Hoa, who is the Chair of Mechanical 
Engineering. Interest in the workshops has increased; 27 Canadian 
participants from universities, government and industry enjoyed the 
technical exchange and Japanese hospitality, spending three days on 
presentations and two days touring companies. 


Nancy Leclerc, who is in the final stages of an MA in anthropology, 
attended a graduate student conference at the University of Alberta 
in February, and presented a paper on “Anthropology and the 
Teaching of Cross-Cultural Awareness.” 


Graduate students in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
held a series of workshops in February and March. Dr. Christine Jour- 
dan spoke on preparing fieldwork, and Dr. Bill Reimer on preparing 
a thesis for submission and defence, and on preparing for compre- 
hensive exams. Kim Matthews, an MA student in sociology, gave a 
seminar on “Diasporic Belonging: The Case of Central and East 
African Asians.” Nancy Leclerc spoke on “Three Months in James 
Bay: From Reflexity to Artistic Mayhem.” 


Keith Meadowcroft, a PhD candidate in History, delivered a paper 
March 25 at a Workshop on Social Movements and Development at 
Yale University. Meadowcroft’s paper, “Dr. Ambedkar, Prophet or 
Theorist of Dalit Liberation?,” dealt with the struggle of India’s 
untouchables for civil and social equality. Other participants in the 
workshop included well-known social movement scholars Mayer Zald 
and — Oberschall. 











Designs for Loyola complex 
being reviewed by jury 


N* week, the jury of the 


architectural design compe- 
tition for the new science 
complex will review submissions 
from the seven architectural 
firms on the shortlist. 
The jury members will choose 
the initial design from among 


letters 


Concordia’s Thursday Report is interested in your letters, opinions 
and comments. Letters to the Editor must be signed, include a 


phone number, and be delivered to the CTR office 
* (BC-121/1463 Bishop St.) in person, by fax (514-848-2814), by e-mail 
(barblak@alcor.concordia.ca) or mail by 9 a.m. on the Friday prior 
to publication. The Editor reserves the right to edit for space 
considerations. 


these seven. A billboard will go 
up on the site with a picture of 
the proposed building, and a 
45-day period of public consul- 
tation will follow. Depending on 
the results of that consultation, 
it is hoped that the City will 
grant final approval, and the 


design will go to tender. 

The master space plan for the 
Loyola and Sir George Williams 
Campuses will be submitted for 
approval at the Board of Gover- 
nors meeting scheduled for April 
19 to an expanded body, inclu- 
ding all the major stakeholders. 


Convocation history 





The university’s Board of Governors has voted to give James Stan- 
ford, former chief executive officer of Petro-Canada, an honorary 
degree at June convocation. This decision does not go down well 
with some members of the university. 


Murray Sang will head 
Centre for Continuing Education 


Mi Sang has 
appointed Director of the 
Centre for Continuing Education, 
effective June 1. 

A graduate of McGill University 
(BSc 1976, MBA 1979), he started 
working in Concordia’s Centre for 
Continuing Education in 1988, 
and was appointed Assistant 
Director in 1989. 

His duties included the plan- 


The dissidents see an honorary degree to Stanford, who in 1998 on 
behalf of Petro-Canada pledged a $250,000 gift to Concordia, as 
part of a trend in which corporate donations are rewarded with 
honorary degrees. But university administrators say that Stanford 


was selected because he is a role model for students. Department. He has successfully 


conducted negotiations with the 
Continuing Education Teachers 
Union, and played a key role in 
the Centre’s move two years ago 
from Victoria School to the 
Faubourg Tower. 

A part-time lecturer in busi- 
ness studies at both Concordia 
and McGill universities, Sang is 
also an active member of 


Almost the same arguments for and against were made 26 years 
ago when David Azrieli, a developer famous for demolishing the 
105-year-old Van Horne mansion in 1973, was awarded an honorary 
doctorate nine months after he made a donation to the university. 


Then, as is the case now, the university was going through finan- 
cial difficulty and Azrieli’s donation (also of $250,000) came in 
handy. The student union, with the assistance of many faculty 
members, organized a counter-convocation ceremony a day before 
the university convocation. It received media coverage, but the uni- 
versity still honoured Azrieli. 


Will it happen again this year? Will history repeat itself? 


Tokunbo Ojo, 
Journalism student 





ning and implementation of the 
Centre’s $6-million annual bud- 
get, overseeing its marketing 
activities, and managing the Stud- 
ies in Business Administration 


Concordia’s Student Recruit- 
ment Management Committee 
and the Shuffle Organizing 
Committee. We wish him all 





success in his new post. 











senate 


notes 


A regular meeting of the Concordia University Senate, held April 7, 2000. 


Rector’s remarks: Rector Frederick Lowy said 
that both student and faculty federations had 
protested the new funding formula. Though 
no firm details are yet known about changes 
planned by the government, there is concern 
among administrators about the impact of 
proposed performance indicators. (See page 1.) 
He also congratulated the winners of the recent 
student union elections. 


Report on skills: A report to SCAPP (academic 
planning and priorities) was presented on 
general high-level skills that could be provid- 


matic designation “Professor (retired).” One 
said it sounded like the military. Dean Martin 
Singer said the object should be to foster a 
positive feeling towards the institution on the 
part of departing faculty. “I would rather just 
be a retired professor than a professor 
(retired),” he said. A motion to establish 
“Professor (retired)” or “Associate Professor 
(retired)” as the automatic designation to be 
applied to faculty retiring in good standing 
was withdrawn. An amendment was passed, 
eliminating the criterion of having held the 


Curriculum changes: Changes in undergradu- 
ate programs will affect the BA in Early 
Childhood and Elementary Education (to com- 
ply with government requirements), several 
courses in Geography, several courses in Jour- 
nalism, and Music, where a major and minor 
in electroacoustic music will be offered. 
Changes in graduate programs affect Design 
Art (a graduate certificate in digital technolo- 
gies), Journalism (online magazine), 
Chemistry, Mechanical Engineering and Elec- 
trical and Computer Engineering. Also, a 


ay 
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Terry Fancott and Danielle Morin. 


Appraisal manual: A new manual on the 
appraisal of academic programs has been 
approved, and was tabled at Senate for infor- 
mation. 


Research grants: Dean Claude Bédard report- 
ed that the success rate for Concordia 
applicants has gone up in all categories: 
NSERC, SSHRC and FCAR. 


Teaching award: The criteria were approved 
for the award for teaching excellence in the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science. 


Professor emeritus: As at the last meeting, 
this subject occasioned considerable discus- 
sion. Several senators expressed doubt about 
establishing a two-tier or “elitist” system of 
rewarding only a few retiring professors with 
the emeritus title, and objected to the auto- 


grams would neglect some interested parties. 
Several senators objected to Senate being left 
out, and Dean Singer felt that the dean of the 
relevant Faculty, and of the other Faculties, 
should be on the approval committee. Dean 
Bédard mentioned that with luck, the existing 
process can be as fast as six weeks. However, 
Provost Jack Lightstone said that the regular 
approval system is often slow because it is 
subject to the scheduled dates of existing bod- 
ies; the fast-track committee would meet only 
as needed. He added that by definition, the 
fast track sacrificed some accountability; if 
there were any doubt about a program, it 
would go to the regular appraisal process. An 
amendment was passed that would ensure 
final approval by Senate, with the assurance 
that the motion would be redrafted appropri- 
ately; the motion passed. 


APRIL 13, 


Larry English presented an update on the 
budget for the current year. He forecasts a 
$3.8-million deficit from operations; however, 
with the funds promised in the provincial 
budget, namely a $9-million injection to cover 
current, as well as past, deficits, the results 
for the current year would show a $6-million 
surplus. He enumerated recent budget short- 
falls: $700,000 in the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
which occasioned some remarks from sena- 
tors from other Faculties; $400,000 in the 
sector of Vice-Rector, Services, because of 
increases in fixed costs, such as fuel; and a 
steady increase in bad debts, which now 
stand at approximately $550,000. 


Compiled by Barbara Black 
Next meeting: May 5. 
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Sit in on these exams for pure pleasure 


BY LISELYN ADAMS, 
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC 


oncerts are being held in the 

Oscar Peterson Hall over the 
next two weeks that put students 
of the Diploma in Advanced 
Music Performance Studies at 
centre stage. 

These students, most of them 
finishing their first year in the 
two-year Music program, are 
excellent performers who have 
chosen Concordia’s diploma to 
perfect their skills. They have the 
“luxury” of many hours per day 
in the practice room, an intense, 
apprentice-like relationship with 
their principal teachers, and 
innovative seminars addressing 
all aspects of their development 
as performers. 

The teachers who work closely 
with these students are active 
performers themselves. 

Lauretta Altman is a pianist in 


demand both as a chamber musi- 
cian and as a teacher, and who is 
able, in the words of one of her 
students, “to work miracles.” She 
runs a music festival every sum- 
mer in Alexandria, Ontario, 
performing with members of the 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
and many other fine musicians. 

Gregory Chaverdian performs 
frequently with 1 Musici de Mon- 
tréal and came to teach at 
Concordia due to the strong urg- 
ing and glowing recommen- 
dations of Eleonora and Yuli Tur- 
ovsky. He is a teacher who 
inspires incredible dedication and 
technical fluency in his students, 
and their performances are well 
worth any detour it takes to come 
hear them. 

Beverly McGuire and Valerie 
Kinslow are the voice teachers 
who are bringing some of this 
generation’s fine singers up to 
their potential, and Claude 


Recital Dates 2000 
Diploma in Advanced Music Performance Studies 


Chantal Parent and Marie-Anne Rozankovic, violin, students of Claude Richard 
interim recital, April 16, 2 p.m. 


* Evgenia Kirjner, piano, student of Gregory Chaverdian, April 16, 8 p.m. 


* Irene Feher, mezzo-soprano, student of Beverly McGuire, April 20, 8 p.m. 


_© André Belzil, piano, student of Lauretta Altman, April 25, 8 p.m. 
_® Irina Syssoeva, piano, student of Gregory Chaverdian, April 26, 8 p.m. 
© James Maybank, piano, student of Lauretta Altman, April 30, 2 p.m. 


* Daniella Bernstein, piano, student of Lauretta Altman, May 2, 8 p.m. 








A. Ross Seaman Awards 





The annual A. Ross Seaman Awards were presented March 15 at 
Dawson College to students distinguished for their academic 
achievement, their leadership and participation in extra-curricular 
activities, and their volunteer work in the community. 

Seen above are three prize-winners from Concordia. From left to 
right are Siobhan McSharry and Emily Csukly, co-winners of the 
Applied Human Sciences Therapeutic Recreation Award, and Marie- 
Claude Du Cap, winner of the AHSC Leisure Sciences Award; they won 
$200 each. Missing from the photo is Selena Merkouris, who was 
given the AHSC Human Relations Award, valued at $500. 
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Richard finds time in his busy 
performing career to guide vio- 
linists into the highly competitive 
world they will soon enter. 

The recitals this spring will 
range from the fiery Evgenia Kir- 
jner to the elegant Daniella 
Bernstein, the rich and captivat- 
ing voice of mezzo-soprano Irene 
Feher, and the delightful soprano 
Danielle Pullen. Our two violin- 
ists, Chantal Parent and 
Marie-Anne Rozankovic, will 
treat us to an afternoon of 
refreshment. André Belzil will 
bring the story of Babar the Ele- 
phant to life with Francis 
Poulenc’s brilliant score, com- 
plete with narrator, Irina 
Syssoeva joins strength and beau- 
ty like an architect, and James 
Maybank will sit the entire audi- 
ence down to Russian music in a 
French salon of the 1920s or so. 

These are examinations for the 
students, but soothing voyages 


The city and its power 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


recent symposium on “The 

Metropolis and Globalization” 
held out both inspiration and cau- 
tion for Montrealers. 

The day-long event was held 
March 31 in the downtown Faculty 
Club by Concordia’s Political Sci- 
ence Department in conjunction 
with GIRE, the Groupe Interna- 
tional de Recherche sur l’Emploi. 
The participants included a num- 
ber of Montreal administrators and 
politicians, as well as academics. 

Jacques Girard, head of Montreal 
International, a three-year-old pri- 
vate, non-profit organization, made 
a vigorous pitch for Montreal's eco- 
nomic and cultural viability. After a 
history of resource-based industry 
and manufacturing, he said, the 
city has become “a great technopo- 
lis,” a world contender in 
aerospace (after Seattle), biotech- 
nology and telecommunications 
(40 per cent of the Canadian 
industry), and is rapidly growing 
in multimedia, e-commerce and 
the logistics of transportation. 

Cities have what it takes to 
determine their own destiny, 
Girard said. With their concentra- 
tion of population, power base, 
educational institutions and ser- 
vices infrastructure, they are the 
focus of change, and with its sensi- 
tivity to both Europe and North 
America, Montreal is ideally placed 
to be a cultural innovator. 

A note of caution was sounded 
by a visitor from New York. John 
Tepper Marlin is chief economist 
in that city’s office of comptroller, 
and he has seen first-hand the fall, 
rise, and recent slippage of New 
York’s economy. In 1975-76, New 
York hit the wall of insolvency, and 
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SOPHIE O’BRIEN GETS A LESSON FROM GREGORY CHAVERDIAN. 


for the souls of the audience. If 
you need a break from your own 
exams and the stress of the end 
of the year, come sit down in the 
beautiful concert hall and see 
how music students can make 


had to be rescued by the federal 
government. The problem was a 
massive accumulated debt, partly 
due to the rising price of oil. Ser- 
vicing that debt cost 40 per cent of 
the city’s budget. 

New York climbed painfully out 
of its black hole by raising tax 
rates, a highly unpopular move 
that drove already recession- 
plagued businesses away forever. 
“People lost confidence and left, 
and those jobs never came back,” 
Tepper Marlin said. 

Taxes were eventually reduced 
while Edward Koch was mayor, 
then rose again during the era of 
David Dinkins, who had been 
elected on a strong union ticket. 
Now, tax rates are going down 
again, but Tepper Marlin feels this 
may simply feed the artificially 
high economic boom. Local gov- 
ernments should be acting 
“counter-cyclically,” he said; in 
other words, against the trend, 
rather than with it. 

“Setting aside money for a rainy 
day doesn’t work,” he added. Any 
surplus should be used to pay 
down the debt. That reduces inter- 
est payments and frees up your 
budget, and by lowering the debt 
below the limit, you give yourself 
room to borrow more, if necessary. 

Like Girard and others at the con- 


In brief 


Top Microsoft researcher 
will speak here 

Yuri Gurevich, head of the 
Foundations of Software Engi- 
neering group at Microsoft 
Research, in Redmond, Washing- 
ton, will give a lecture titled 
“Formalware Engineering” on 
April 27. Dr. Gurevich will describe 
abstract state machines, a signifi- 
cant contribution to the effort to 


even an exam into an unforget- 
table event. 

The concerts are in the Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall, on the Loy- 
ola Campus, and they are free. For 
a schedule, see below, at left. 


to change 


ference, Tepper Marlin emphasized 
the power that cities have to deter- 
mine their own course for good or 
ill. “New York was much less affect- 
ed by the federal government than 
by its own decisions,” he said. 

He warned the audience that 
Montreal has a “triadic” economy, 
in which about 10 per cent are 
working hard and doing well. 
There’s a large middle segment, 
including the unemployed (6.8 per 
cent in Montreal, roughly similar 
to the rate in Toronto) — and then 
there’s another, forgotten group 
who are virtually excluded from 
our notice. These are the fitfully 
self-employed and the chronically 
unemployed, not to mention the 
panhandlers we see going to and 
from our offices. 

This was the fifth such sympo- 
sium for GIRE, but the first to be 
held at Concordia. The main link 
between the sponsors is Professor 
Harold Chorney, who is vice-presi- 
dent of GIRE and was among the 
speakers. 

The challenge posed by Chorney 
and others at this symposium is 
how to transfer the bright shiny 
benefits of e-commerce, high-tech 
and globalization (if, indeed, glob- 
alization exists — some 
participants weren’t so sure) to 
these marginalized citizens. 


bridge the gap between formal 
models of computation and prac- 
tical specification methods. 

He will speak on April 27 in the 
DeSéve Cinema, 1400 de Maison- 
neuve Blvd. W., from 10 a.m. to 
noon. His lecture is sponsored by 
the Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science. If you plan to 
attend, please RSVP with Josie by 
April 19 at 848-3109 or josie@ 
encs.concordia.ca 
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he Male Athlete of the Year 

is Frank Pons, captain of the 
soccer team. Pons, 29, is from 
Avignon, France, and is in his 
second year at Concordia, doing 
his PhD in consumer behaviour 
with Professor Michel Laroche. 
Pons teaches part-time at Univer- 
sité Laval and also plays for the 
Quebec City Dynamos. Stingers 
soccer coach Vladimir Pavlicik 
says he shows great leadership 
and consistency, and returned 
from a serious accident this year 
to excel on the field. He was the 
unanimous choice for the first 
team QSSF All-Stars, and was the 
only Concordia player named a 
first team All-Canadian. 


Female Athlete of the Year is 
wrestler Tamara Medwidsky, 
who has competed at the local, 
national and international level. 
This year, she won gold medals 
at three of her four university 
tournaments, and was named an 
All-Canadian after winning the 
CIAU championship in London, 
Ont., in February. She will com- 
pete at the Canadian champion- 
ship in May and then hopefully 
represent Canada at the world 
championship next fall. 


Stingers Merit Awards 
were presented to: 


¢ Genevieve Fagnan, an All- 
Canadian defender and the 
captain of the women’s hockey 
team, graduating after four sea- 
sons with the Stingers. 


ATHLETICS DIRECTOR HARRY ZARINS AND CORINNE 
SWIRSKY 
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Athletic Awards 2000.” 





MEMBERS OF THE WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM AND SUPPORTERS WHOOP IT UP AT THE ATHLETIC AWARDS BANQUET, HELD 


MARCH 31. 


¢ Gus Gymnopoulos, a cap- 
tain on the men’s basketball 
team. Gus is graduating after five 
years with the Stingers. 


¢ Jon Kronemeyer, a quarter- 
back and captain with the 
football team whose very first 
game was with the Stingers in the 
Vanier Cup on national TV. He 
gives a lot of his time volunteer- 
ing at the Montreal Association 
for the Blind, with learning dis- 
abled students and at the YMCA. 


¢ Carol-Anne Tull, captain, 
two-time All-Canadian and the 
highest-achieving Stinger in the 
history of Concordia women’s 
basketball. Only one other play- 
er has reached All-Canadian 
status in the 25-year 
history of the uni- 
versity. Coach Keith 
Pruden says, “She’s a 
ferocious competi- 
a leader 
who makes everyone 


tor, and 
who plays with her 
better.” 


Director’s Shields 
were presented to: 


e Jason Tremellen, 
accepting on behalf 
of Molson Brew- 
eries, for their loyal 
corporate support of 
the Stingers. 


° Corinne 
Swirsky, longtime 
star of the women’s 
hockey team. Five 
years ago a quiet, 
unassuming rookie 
went out and scored 
seven goals to help 
the Stingers defeat 
the Toronto Varsity 
Blues 7-1 and win 
the Theresa Humes 
tournament. Now, 
she’s the most 


accomplished athlete to ever 
wear the Stinger uniform and 
one of the best in the history of 
the CIAU. 


¢ Richard Charette, for being 
an unusually supportive parent. 
He attended virtually every hock- 
ey game to support his son 
Alexandre Charette. His citation 
said, “Watching him and the 
deep love he has for his son, 
we've all been able to experience 
the games at-a different level, 
with a greater sense of joy, of 
pride and satisfaction. We'd like 
to thank Mr. Charette for sharing 
this gift with us and for his 
fatherly support of all the 
Stingers.” 


¢ Linda Bailey, the depart- 
ment’s long-time coordinator of 
administrative services, who will 
retire next month after 26 years 
at Concordia. 


The Rector’s Academic 
Awards, given for athletic 
achievement combined with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.4 or higher 
over the past two years, were 
presented to: 


e Sabrina Silla, a forward on 
the women’s soccer team, and a 
student in Exercise Science 
majoring in Athletic Therapy. 
Now in her third season with the 
Stingers, she is a two-time Acade- 
mic All-Canadian. Her career 
goal is to become a physiothera- 
pist or a doctor. 


e¢ Vince Labossiére, veteran 
defenceman on the men’s hockey 
team, who consistently maintains 
a 3.8 GPA in Exercise Science. 
He was awarded the prestigious 
Guy Lafleur Scholarship in 1998. 
He is a three-time Academic All- 
Canadian and this is the third 
time in four years he has earned 
this award. 
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Awards for Fittest Male and 
Female Athletes of the Year went 
to Lisa-Marie Breton, a third-year 
centre on the women’s hockey 
team and a member of the Sociol- 
ogy program, and Loan Duong, a 
cornerback with the football team. 


Male Rookie of the Year was 
Jean-Michel Paquette, a young 
running back who had Stinger 
football fans screaming and 
applauding as he made spectacu- 


lar runs on returns and in the 
backfield. 


The Laurie Brodrick Award 
for outstanding female rookie 
went to Catherine De Abreu, a 
forward with the women’s soccer 
and hockey teams. 
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The Ron Lapointe Award, 
given for loyalty and commit- 
ment to excellence, went to 
Alex Charette, captain of the 
men’s hockey team. Studying 
in his second language, he has 
achieved Academic All-Canadi- 
an status three times in three 
years. He has given countless 
hours of his time to minor 
hockey and is a hero to hun- 
dreds of young hockey players 
near his hometown of Mas- 
couche. 


The Denise Beaudet Award, 
named for a player with the 
women’s hockey team who 
died in a car accident in 1985, 
went to Jessika Audet, goal- 
tender for the hockey team for 
five seasons. She is a superb 
athlete with a gift for working 
with people, notably members 
of a program for the re-integra- 
tion of people with cognitive 
disabilities. 


¢ 1998-99 Academic Awards 
went to Jean-Louis Adler, 
Alex Charette, Amy Coelho, 
Monika Conway, Josée 
Deloretto, Dominique Des- 
roches, Swanne Gordon, 


Patrick Groleau, Gus Gymnop- 
oulos, Chantal Hurtubise, 
Francois Lapalme, Andrew 
McClory, Laura Murray, Gino 
Nini, Malika Oberoi, Frank 
Pons, Georgia Woods and 
David Zaffino. 


ATHLETES OF THE YEAR TAMARA MEDWISKY AND FRANK PONS 
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BY JASON TCHIR 


D a few jokes compar- 
ing it to last month’s 


excruciatingly long Academy 
Awards, the Concordia Council 
on Student Life (CCSL) Awards 
ceremony, held last Friday in the 
downtown Faculty and Staff 
Lounge, had no long speeches or 
dance numbers. Instead, stu- 
dents, staff, and faculty gathered 
to celebrate contributions to stu- 
dent life with laughter, and even 
a little poetry. 

“I know a long speech is exact- 
ly what you want on a Friday 
afternoon,” joked Rector Freder- 
ick Lowy. A strong supporter of 
extracurricular activities, he said 
his own best memories of his 
undergraduate studies only occa- 
sionally had to do with what was 
taught in the classroom. 


Merit Awards 

The Merit Awards are present- 
ed to “the unsung heroes who 
contribute to student life or stu- 
dent services,” to quote Dean of 
Students Donald Boisvert. Histo- 
ry students presented Merit 
Awards to department secretary 
Donna Whittaker, for her 
unfailing helpfulness, and Profes- 
sor Rosemarie Schade, who over 
12 years at Concordia has 
encouraged students to pursue 
further studies and supported the 
History Students Association. 

“The Association really gives 
life to the department,” said 
Schade, beaming. “It’s the stu- 
dents who really 
encouraged all of us to do our 


have 


very best.” 

Marie-Judith Jean-Louis, a 
Building Engineering student, 
was given a Merit Award for her 
work for the Engineering and 


Computer Sciences Association 
(ECA). Presenter Jamie Baxter, 
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ECA’s VP academic, marvelled at 
how Jean-Louis, now ECA’s VP 
finance, managed to get top 
grades as a full-time student 
while working at two jobs and 
doing work for the ECA. 

Julie Fowler and Tricia 
Johns, both in the last stages of 
Bachelor's degrees in Art History, 
eared Merit Awards for turning 
the neglected student reading 
room in the Visual Arts Building 
into a meeting-place for students. 
“Fine Arts is, literally, out on an 
edge from the rest of the cam- 
pus,” Johns said. “It was difficult 
to find a community here. Our 
attendance has more than dou- 
bled since we started working on 
the room.” 

“I was surprised to get an 
award, because all my projects 
have been collaborative,” said 
Frederick Fischer, who earned 
a Merit Award for his leadership 
role with the Communication 
Studies Guild and his innovative 
approach to Communication 
Studies student publications. 

Marvin Cooper, Assistant 
Facilities Manager, won a Merit 
Award for his hard work keeping 
Concordia’s sports facilities in 
shape. “I'd be more comfortable 
up here if I was fixing this mike,” 
he joked, to laughs from the 
crowd. 


Outstanding Contribution 
Awards 

Extra-curricular activities 
outside of student government 
were recognized by the CCSL 
Award for Outstanding Contri- 
bution. One of these awards 
went to Graduate Students 
Association president Colin 
Dennis, who unfortunately 
wasn't able to attend. 

Another winner was Lydia 
Erwig-Straughan, a graduate 
student and departmental sec- 
retary in Theology (“I'd like to 
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STEFAN ANASTASIU 





thank the head of our depart- 
ment, God”), for strengthening 
the Theological Students Asso- 
ciation. 

Ali Mohammadi, former presi- 
dent of the Concordia Inter- 
national Students Association 
(CISA), was recognized for help- 
ing to welcome new students 
“with warmth and a sense of 
humour.” Both qualities were in 
evidence as Mohammadi accept- 
ed his award. “I share this award 
with all of the CISA executives,” 
he said,”but it’s going on my 
wall.” Mohammadi, who spent 
some of his childhood with rela- 
tives in the U.S., dedicated the 
award to his family, back in Iran. 

Christopher Piché, president 
of the Engineering and Computer 
Science Students Association, 
said, “I haven’t been involved 
because I wanted recognition. | 
did it because it’s fun.” 

The Concordia Food Collec- 
tive also won an Outstanding 
Contribution Award. Presenting 
the award to the founders and 


operators of The People’s Potato 
soup kitchen, CSU VP internal 
Peter Taylor read an “Ode to a 
Potato,” the last of which went, 
“Potato, potato, you're made for 
lovin’/We really could use a new 
convection oven.” 

“Actually, it’s a six-burner gas 
range we need,” said Zev Tiefen- 
bach, as he accepted the award 
with fellow students Janice 
Tiefenbach, Marguerite Bromley, 
Jen Raso, and Mike Barkey on 
behalf of the Collective. His 
enthusiasm got cheers from the 
crowd. At the end of the evening, 
Michael Di Grappa, the new Vice 
Rector, Services, promised that 
the collective would get their 
new stove by September. 

Stingers basketball player 
Carole-Anne Tull, who is grad- 
uating with a BA in Sociology 
this month, said she 
speechless over winning an 


Was 


award for her hard work on the 
court, but managed a few gra- 
cious words. 


Teaching Excellence 
Awards 

Professor Stefan Anastasiu, 
who has taught film animation 
at Concordia for nearly 13 years, 
was give an award for excellence 
in teaching. BFA student Emilie 
Goulet, who presented the 
award to Anastasiu with Tanya 
Arbec, marvelled at how devot- 
ed Anastasiu is to his students. 
“He helps all of us,” she said, 
“and I’ve never even had a class 
with him.” 

An Award for Teaching 
Excellence also went to Caro- 
line Boivin, who has taught 
Economics for the past three 
years. Boivin thanked her stu- 
dents and colleagues, and said 
she'll miss them after she leaves 
Concordia next month to pur- 
sue other projects. 
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Media Awards 

Jennifer Ellson, Jane Shul- 
man and Richard Sinclair won 
Media Awards for their work 
with campus media. Ellson, a 
fourth-year Journalism. student 
and arts editor of The Concor- 
dian, thanked her mother, 
aunts and friends of the family 
“for opening their kitchen 
doors to me after late nights of 
studying.” She also credited 
Journalism professor Linda Kay 
for always being there to offer 
her support. 

Shulman and Sinclair both 
work on the Link. “The real 
way to learn about journalism 
is to actually do it,” said Shul- 
man, who has worked on the 
Link for four years and has 
been an editor for the last two. 
Sinclair, a former editor-in- 
chief and now the Link’s 
advertising manager, stressed 
that the paper is a collective. 
“It has never just been one per- 
son who runs it.” 


JANE SHULMAN 


3 
ROSEMARIE SCHADE 
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Journalism teacher’s first novel is about biker world 


BY BRAD MACKAY 


heila MacLeod Armopoulos is 

known for a few words of 
advice she has uttered, mantra- 
like, to journalism students for 
years now: “Get published.” 

For almost 20 years, she has 
enthusiastically encouraged her 
students who manage to find a 
home for their work beyond the 
classroom. Recently, students, 
friends and colleagues returned 
the favour, as they gathered at a 
downtown bookstore to celebrate 
her own publishing coup, her 
first novel, Jackrabbit Moon. 

As the throng of well-wishers 
jammed the aisles of the Para- 
graphe bookstore, Arnopoulos, 
an accomplished investigative 
journalist and author of two 
non-fiction books, one of which 
won a Governor-General’s 


Award, reflected on her new 
venture into fiction. 

“The first two books were a 
piece of cake compared to the 
novel,” she said. “This was much 
harder, because you have to enter 
characters and live in their world.” 

The world she has conjured for 
Jackrabbit Moon is rife with sleazy 
strip bars, brutal prison violence, 
abusive bikers and petty crime. 

It's the type of world that she 
knew from her 12 years as a 
reporter for the now-defunct 
Montreal Star, where she investi- 
gated the lives of the working 
poor, particularly labour condi- 
tions in sweatshops and the 
struggles of immigrant women in 
the rag trade. She won a National 
Newspaper Award in 1969 for a 
groundbreaking series in which 
she worked under cover in a 
Montreal clothing factory. 


She has always yearned to con- 
vey the everyday complexities of 
life for the working poor, who are 
often harshly judged by both the 
general public and journalists. 

“We tend to live in a very class- 
oriented society, even though we 
don’t like to think of ourselves 
that way. We really do,” she said. 
“We segregate ourselves by educa- 
tion and profession, but the types 
of human connections that people 
can sometimes make can be 
across all those kinds of lines, and 
I wanted to explore that. 1 mean, 
we're all human beings.” 

She set out to research places 
that most people go to lengths to 
avoid. She frequented strip clubs, 
talked with prisoners and prison 
workers, and even took a wild 
ride on a biker friend’s motorcy- 
cle, all to better understand her 
characters and their motivations. 


Jackrabbit Moon weaves these 
rich threads of experience into a 
bracing tale of crime and punish- 
ment, and how the two can 
become distorted by the media’s 
glare. An accomplished female 
reporter and a trouble-plagued 
street youth strike up an unlikely 
courtroom alliance that takes 
dark and astonishing turns. 

Writing a novel gave Amopou- 
los the opportunity to experiment 
with her writing. “I wanted a way 
to make people feel something 
differently,” she said, “I think that 
journalism is great — I love it — 
but with fiction, you can explore 
things and create complex char- 
acters. That’s harder, to do in 
journalism.” 

The result of her decade of 
research, rewrites and polishing 
is now available on bookstore 
shelves around the city. 
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Sheila MacLeod Arnopoulos will 
read from her novel Jackrabbit Moon 
at the downtown Chapters Bookstore 
at 1171 Ste. Catherine Street W., 
Tuesday, April 25, at 7 p.m. 


Baseball gets a reality check from David McGimpsey 


BY PETER JOERSS 


T many Americans — and 
some Canadians — the base- 


ball diamond is sacred, immune to 
the sins of other sports. To first- 
year Concordia professor David 
McGimpsey, that is the stuff of 
myth, not reality. 

His book Imagining Baseball: 
America’s Pastime and Popular Cul- 
ture examines how books, movies, 
television and the game itself per- 
petuate these myths. 

“Baseball has always prided itself 
as an industry above and beyond 
[the ordinary morality of sport],” 
he said. “That’s why people are 
interested more in high baseball 
salaries than football salaries. 

“Baseball has always represented 
the conflicts of American society. 
On the one hand, it is a game 
everyone can play — fathers and 


¢ Thomas Waugh has published 
The Fruit Machine: Twenty Years 
of Writings on Queer Cinema 
(Duke University Press). 

Waugh is a former film journalist 
and a longtime academic in 
Concordia’s Mel Hoppenheim School 
of Cinema. He has established popu- 
lar courses on the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
and sexual identity, and wrote a pre- 
vious book, Hard to Imagine: Gay 
Male Eroticism in Photography 
and Film from Their Beginnings to 
Stonewall. 

He starts this collection of essays, 
which were originally published in 
gay tabloids, academic journals and 

anthologies, with a disarmingly Per 
sonal introduction: 





“My father and grandfather were 
preacher: ther 


sons and sunshine. On the other 
hand, in some books, the game is 
often about business, driving 
fathers and sons apart. It can 
exclude as often as include.” 

Imaging Baseball was five years in 
the making. It started as 
McGimpsey’s PhD dissertation, but 
evolved into something bigger. “It 
struck me that the time was right to 
talk about baseball as a metaphor 
for American culture,” he said. 

McGimpsey started writing at an 
early age, but he didn’t know it 
would become his vocation until 
after university. This is his first 
year teaching creative writing at 
Concordia. “It has given me an 
added appreciation for how diffi- 
cult writing is,” he said. 

Can a degree in creative writing 
make someone a great writer? “No, 
not necessarily, any more than 
doing a degree in science means 


you'll be a great scientist. But you 
can teach details that will help 
[students] go forward, just like you 
can in any other discipline.” 

In his book, McGimpsey dis- 
cusses, among other things, the 
racial and cultural integration of 
the game that started when Jackie 
Robinson stepped onto Ebbets 
Field in 1947. Before Robinson 
played in Brooklyn, he played here 
in Montreal. 

“Robinson always thought it was 
important to come to Montreal,” 
McGimpsey explained. “He always 
felt accepted and loved in this city. 
The late ‘40s were Montreal's hey- 
day, and the city prided itself on its 
cosmopolitanism.” 

That acceptance is something 
not often found in the United 
States. Though baseball is consid- 
ered “family entertainment,” the 
racial harmony promoted by the 


game is largely a myth. 

“[Former Expo] Tim Raines said 
that because the tensions [in Mon- 
treal] were always English/French, 
the black/white tensions weren’t as 
played out as in the States,” 
McGimpsey said. 

Before writing his first book on 
baseball, McGimpsey wrote poetry, 
fiction, and criticism of popular 
culture, and he will continue to do 
so, regardless of how Imaging Base- 
ball fares. 

“I don’t expect it to be a best- 
seller or have people talk about it 
in coffee shops,” he said. “It’s just 
not that type of book. But I hope 
this will allow me to write about 
different aspects of American pop- 
ular culture.” 

David McGimpsey will read from 
Imagining Baseball on Tuesday, April 
11, at 7 p.m. at Chapters Bookstore, 
1171 Ste. Catherine St. W. 


Books by Concordians — “fruit,” feminism, film 


these texts that I’ve produced with 
such monastic single-mindedness over 
the last two decades, | think the moral 
fervour and didactic bent might be in 
my genes. . . In the classroom, howev- 
er, | seldom subject my students to 
moral uplift; rather | think I'm known 
for listening to every side.” 

_ Waugh goes on to explain the 
Canadian in-joke of the title to his 
American readers, calling it a refer- 
ence to “our Monty Pythonesque 
national history. 

“In the late fifties and early sixties 
our very own Mounties, ever con- 
scious of security threats, had 
commissioned research into mechani- 
cal devices for detecting 


_ homosexuality, inspired by similar 


research in the States, where 
McCarthyism and the sex panics had 


created a market for such parar oid 
oe and lunatic oe 





was to unmask perverts by measuring 
involuntary pupilary dilations and 
other physiological reactions to pic- 
tures and words. [It was] dubbed ‘the 
fruit machine’ by terrified straight 
Mounties who didn’t want to be the 
guinea pigs.” 


© There are two more books by 
Concordia authors on this general 
subject. Ross Higgins, a part-time 
instructor in the Department of Soci- 
ology and Anthropology, recently 
published a book on the emergence 
of the Montreal community, De /a 
Clandestinité 2 l’affirmation (Diffu- 
sion Prologue). 

Donald Boisvert, Dean of Stu- 
dents and a scholar of religious 
studies, will soon publish his first 
book, Out on Holy Ground: Medi- 
tations on Gay Men’ s sgusgid 


- Cir Press). 
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Chez Madame Arthur: 
Galore, the infamous erotic massage 


* On March 21, the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute launched its annu- 
al review. The latest edition, called 
Heritage in-Situ, celebrates the 20th 
anniversary, in 1998, of the Institute, 
and the 50th anniversary, in 1999, of 
the publication of de Beauvoir's 
groundbreaking polemic on feminism, 
Le Deuxiéme Sexe. 

The review includes essays by 
Concordia women’s studies scholars 
on the Institute, on women’s stud- 
ies, and on the work of de Beauvoir 
herself. 

In her introduction, editor Anna 
Alexander has a little fun with the 
location of the women’s studies cen- 
tre, in an old residence on Bishop St. 
In the 1970s, it was a bar called 
. Pussy 


parlour that predated this bar, is 





_ Tumoured to account for the peculiar 
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architecture and red light ss in 
the principal's office.” 


e Lonergan College, the cients 
ciplinary humanities centre on Loyola 
Campus, launched its latest review, 
Canada’s Film Century: Tradi- 
tions, Transitions, Transcendence, 
on Tuesday. It is based on Lonergan’s 
1996-97 focus on Contexts of Canadi- 
an Cinema. 


© Communication Studies Profes- 
sors Bill Buxton and Charles R. 
Acland have co-edited a volume 
called Harold Innis in the New 
Century: Reflections and Refrac- 
tions. It was published in 1999 by 
McGill-Queen’s Press, and has just 
been released in ‘Paperback. It was 


centenary of Innis 


Concordia’s Thursday Report 


Budding TV directors show their stuff 


BY MICHELLE RAINER 


G: down to the basement of 
the Bryan Building on the 
Loyola Campus, and you might 
be surprised to stumble upon a 
full sound stage, some profes- 
sional actors and an editing suite 
occupied by the students who are 
running the show. 

It’s all part of the final projects 
in Advanced Television Produc- 
tions, a Communication Studies 
course taught by Professor Nikos 
Metallinos. The class produces 
nine short television programs, 
all written, directed and pro- 
duced by students, and 
Metallinos says that the local 
media is taking notice. 

“We provide 90 per cent of the 
people in the industry in Montre- 
al,” he said. “The industry likes 
Concordia’s mix of the academic 
and the practical; our students 
are very professional. 

“We are promoting the univer- 


sity in the best way possible,” he 
added. “These programs are 
going to be aired.” 

With that in mind, Metallinos 
said that the students in the 
class are carefully selected. They 
have to take two prerequisite 
television courses, have good 
grades, demonstrate that they’re 
able to work with others, and 
have enough time to commit to 
the project. 

“They're going to represent us 
in the real world, and we don’t 
want to send someone to 
CFCF-12 who doesn’t even 
know what a camera looks 
like,” Metallinos said. 

On May 4, there will be a 
screening of the works at the F.C. 
Smith Auditorium and Global, 
CBC, Videotron and other heavy- 
weights will be present to scope 
out the student talent. What they 
won't see is the hard work that 
went on behind the scenes. 

“We've been working pretty 


Student associations 


much every day for the past cou- 
ple of months,” said assistant 
director Stephanie Finkelstein. 

Finkelstein and her two project 
teammates Dave Pickup and Julie 
Allaire were on the set of their 
production, The Way Home, a 
drama about two runaway teens. 
From the editing booth, they 
watched the action on a wall of 
television monitors, directing the 
actors and camera operators 
through a microphone. 

The convincing set and props 
didn’t come cheap. The universi- 
ty provides each of the three 
project groups in the class with 
$300, but it’s up to the students 
to raise funds to finance the rest 
of the cost. 

Finkelstein was quick to point 
out that it’s all been worth it. “If 
you want to work in television 
production, there’s no better way 
to learn,” she said. “The fact that 
we have a hand in every part of 
the production means that we're 


Psychology students focus 
on their future Careers 


BY ANITA GRACE 


sychology students filled a 

large lecture-room on Loyola 
campus last Thursday to hear a 
speaker talking about job oppor- 
tunities. It was part of dynamic 
shift in a student association 
committed to the needs of their 
members. 

“In psychology, it’s very easy to 
get lost in the textbooks,” said Gry 
Johansen, a graduating Psycholo- 
gy student and VP external for 
CUPA (Concordia Undergraduate 
Psychology Association). “We try 
to see that students get extra sup- 
port and we offer a way to explore 
different opportunities.” 

Johansen said in the past, 
there had been little interest in 
the student association. “The 
turnout had been nothing, zero.” 
That all changed this year, when 
seven students formed an execu- 
tive with clear goals. 

“Individuals stepped up who 
were willing to take responsibili- 
ty,” said Dinesh Melwani, CUPA 
president. While there is a social 
element to the association, their 
primary focus is on providing 
information and workshops rele- 


vant to student needs. 

“We created a 60-page survival 
guide at the beginning of the year 
about what individuals in psy- 
chology need to know,” Melwani 
said. He added with a laugh that 
if he’d had something like this 
when he began his studies, he 
would have been saved a lot of 
trouble. 

The career session on Thurs- 
day with André Gagnon, 
coordinator of CAPS, Concordia’s 
Career and Placement Service, 
was the sixth in a series of work- 
shops organized by CUPA. They 
have had lecture series on clinical 
and health practices, on the psy- 
chology of communication and 
on creative theories. They also 
organized trips to expose stu- 
dents to potential work 
environments. 

CUPA was also the initiating 
force in an inter-university coun- 
cil with McGill, UQAM and 
Université de Montréal. It has 
established an academic and 
social network aimed at pooling 
resources and contacts to create a 
job bank for Montreal students. 
Although the association runs 
social events like a ski trip and a 


visit to the sugar shack, the exec- 
utive are primarily interested in 
offering something useful to stu- 
dents. 

“We want to give students 
something more,” Johansen said. 
“Psychology is so theoretical. It 
doesn’t give an idea about what it 
is like in the world.” 

Attendance at the sessions has 
doubled, with the first one bring- 
ing in around 25 students and this 
last one more than 60. Executive 
secretary Nadia Bakir has created 
an e-mail network for the more 
than 200 members. 

In a show of approval for what 
the executive has accomplished, 
some members were recently re- 
elected and no one ran against 
Melwani for president. The third- 
year student is happy to stay on 
for another year. The executive 
feels like his baby now. 

André Gagnon gave the stu- 
dents encouragement. “You are 
in the best time in recent years 
for the job market,” he said. “As 
long as your goals are realistic, if 
you know what you want, and 
you know where your strengths 
are, you can pretty much get 
what you want.” 


— Sentee de la Petite Enfance les Ptits Profs 
Now accepting, donations fora fundraising silent auction, to be be held Friday, June 9. 
_ Donate items for Arts and Leisure, The Gourmet Kitchen, The Children’ s eae Great Getaways, 





Treasure and Talents to Share 


Questions? Call 848-7788 or e-mail glpp@alcor.concordia.ca 
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DirRECTOR DAVID PICKUP GIVES INSTRUCTIONS ON THE SET TO ACTORS JASON 


POLLARD AND DAHLIA KURTZ. 


going to be prepared to do just 
about anything and we’re not 
going to be scared of it.” 

Pickup, who directed the show 
and wrote the script, agreed. “It’s 
interesting to actually take some- 
thing through the creative process 


Fingerhood 


from beginning to end,” he said. 

The screening on May 4 is open 
to all Concordia students, faculty 
and staff. The videos will also be 
shown in the student category of 
the Montreal International World 
Film Festival this summer. 





Visitors to an art show by Fine Arts students are looking at 
Fingerhood (at left) and Earhood (behind, at right), two sculptures by 


Kathleen Sellars. 


Thanks to an initiative by Delta Montreal, a large downtown hotel, 
20 Fine Arts students are having their work seen by hundreds, even 
thousands of people, some of whom might even offer to buy. Louise 
Lapointe, an employee of the hotel, approached the Faculty to suggest 
an art show, and in six weeks, student curators Julie Keller and Janet 
Belloto had not only a display in the lobby and mezzanine, but a 
colourful catalogue, as well. As Mme Lapointe said at the vernissage, 
many hotels in Europe and some in the U.S. are displaying the work of 
local artists as a link with the community that is to everyone’s 
advantage. The show continues at 475 President Kennedy Ave., near 


McGill College, until the end of April. 


In brief 


Deadline for Forces Avenir 
Forces Avenir is a series of 
awards to Quebec university 
students that provides a total 
of $105,000 in grants and inter- 
national internships every year. 
The deadline for applications is 
May 1. Some of the awards are 
given to projects initiated by 
students. For example, these 
could include a job fair, a recy- 
cling program, a soup kitchen, 
homework help for children or 
a campus safety escort service. 


The project must be carried out 
as part of an academic program 
during the eligibility period, 
May 1, 1999, to April 30, 2000. 

Awards are also given to indi- 
viduals in the category of 
Personality, Perseverance, and 
the outstanding award, called 
Avenir Par Excellence. 

For more details, please 
contact Louyse Lussier, Dean 
of Students Office, at 848- 
4330, or pick up a brochure at 
S-H-653. 





Concordia's 


Thursday Report 


APRIL .13, 2000 


Green re-elected 
CSU president 


ob Green has been elected 

Concordia Student Union 
(CSU) president for a second 
year, 2000-01. About 11 per cent 
of the student population turned 
out for the March 28-30 vote. 

Green got 1,260 votes, more 
than twice as many as those cast 
for each of his opponents, Ric 
Stryde and Claude Jacob. This is 
the second time in recent memo- 
ry that a student president has 
been re-elected to a second term; 
Charlene Nero was co-president 
two years running, 1991-92 and 
1992-93. 

All the referenda on the ballot 
passed. These included a 15- 
cent-per-credit levy to support 
student media, a 5-cent-per-cred- 
it levy for The People’s Potato 
soup kitchen, and a proposal that 
85 per cent of ad space con- 
trolled by Zoom Media be 
allocated to the student union or 
the university’s contract with 
Zoom be cancelled. 

Vice-Rector Services Michael Di 
Grappa told The Gazette last week 
that while he thought it was 
unlikely that Zoom would turn 


over so much of its space to the 
students, he was willing to discuss 
various possibilities with the stu- 
dents regarding the university's 
five-year contract with Zoom, 
which is due to expire this sum- 
mer. Revenue from the program, 
roughly $20,000 to $25,000, goes 
toward Concordia’s recycling pro- 
gram. 

Even before students had a 
chance to express support for a 
referendum on the subject, Di 
Grappa had offered kitchen space 
on the seventh floor of the Hall 
Building, including a large fridge, 
to The People’s Potato. Until 
now, the flourishing project has 
used facilities at Erskine and 
American United Church, on 
Sherbrooke St. 

Earlier this term, McGill stu- 
dents used a referendum to 
express their disapproval of a 
lucrative 11-year exclusivity con- 
tract between that university and 
Coca-Cola. The university has 
subsequently cancelled the deal. 
Concordia currently has a short- 
er-term, less remunerative 
contract with Pepsi. 


ANTHOLOGY 
POETRY FICTIO 





The third edition of Headlight, an anthology of poetry and fiction 
by students, was launched recently. Most of the contributors are in 
Concordia’s Creative Writing program. Alexandra Pasian took over 
the editorship from founder Joshua Knelman when he graduated 


last year. 
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MEMBERS OF TAU KAPPA EPSILON FRATERNITY ON MARCH 29-30, AS THEY PERSUADED PASSERSBY TO SHELL OUT FOR 
DANS LA RUE. LEFT TO RIGHT ARE DEREK LAUDER, ALBERTO VILLASENOR, DYLAN FLANAGAN AND SEAN HENRY. 


Student associations 


Frat brothers sleep in a box 


BY ANNA BRATULIC 


t was a cold day, with big 

droplets of rain pelting face 
and hands, but the “brothers” of 
the Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) fra- 
ternity slept outside for a night to 
raise awareness about homeless- 
ness in Montreal. 

The ninth annual Teke in a Box, 
held March 29 and 30 outside the 
Henry F. Hall Building, raised 
more than $4,000 in change for 
Dans La Rue, Father Emmett 
Johns’ outreach to street kids. 

“I brought a sleeping bag and 
an extra blanket,” said Sean 
Henry, president of the fraternity 
and second-year Journalism stu- 
dent, “but it’s still cold. You still 
feel the wind.” 

The members of TKE stand on 
the corner of Mackay and de 
Maisonneuve streets for 36 
hours, jingling coin-filled con- 
tainers, shouting, teasing 
passersby, including a steady 


flow of Concordia students and 
staff, to give money. 

The roof of their makeshift 
shelter, mostly cardboard, 
looked like it was going to cave 
in at any moment. Eight broth- 
ers slept outside this year, 
including Henry. 

“In the first year, I didn’t [sleep 
outside],” he said “In the second 
year, I had every intention, but | 
went home for a 15-minute nap, 
which wound up lasting nine 
hours. This year I did it! 1 was 
cold and hungry, but I survived.” 

A man in a car pulled up to 
one of the TKE brothers, handed 
him an envelope, and drove 
away. Inside the envelope was 
$800 in old dollar bills. 

“He must have heard us on the 
radio. Thank you, whoever you 
are,” said Henry, in a TV inter- 
view with Concordia journalism 
students. Teke in a Box has 
turned into quite a little media 
event. This year, CHOM and 


Global television came by. 

There are currently five active 
Greek-letter organizations at 
Concordia: two sororities (Delta 
Phi Epsilon and Zeta Tau 
Omega) and three fraternities 
(TKE, Brotherhood of Omicron 
and Mu Omicron Zeta). All are 
involved in charity work. 

For example, the Delta Phi 
Epsilon sorority (founded in 
1917 by five women at New 
York University Law School; 
the Concordia chapter opened 
in 1994) raises money for both 
the National Cystic Fibrosis 
Research Foundation and the 
National Association of Anorex- 
ia Nervosa and Associated 
Disorders. 

The Zeta Tau Omega sorority, 
founded in 1968, raises money 
for the Canadian Cancer Society 
and holds an annual Skate-a- 
thon for local charities. The most 
recent one was on March 4 at the 
Amphitheatre Bell. 


Faculty exchange with Havana 


f Pablo Olivares looks a little 

chilly, it’s because he still 
hasn't got acclimatized — but 
apart from the cold, he’s having a 
fine time. 

Dr. Olivares has been teaching 
this term in the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics as part 
of a faculty exchange with the 
University of Havana. 

He is delighted with the multi- 
cultural atmosphere here, and 
the warm welcome he got from 
his Concordia colleagues. After 
an initial period of hesitation, he 
said, he has also developed good 
rapport with his students. 

The differences between Cuban 
and Canadian approaches to 
learning are subtle but interesting. 
Olivares approves of our conven- 
tion of office hours, and feels that 
students benefit greatly from this 
one-on-one contact. He also likes 
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PABLO OLIVARES 


the fact that students here are 
expected to do individual projects 
as well as writing exams. 
However, he noticed that our 
students are more subject to 
stress. “They are very focused on 
their marks,” he said. “I wonder 
if they have the time to really 
enjoy their learning, to discover 





the connections between their 
courses.” 

Dr. Olivares left his wife and 
children, aged 5 and 10, back 
in Havana, but he would like to 
bring them here for a year or so 
to experience the attractions of 
Montreal and, yes, a snowy 
winter. 
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Senses will come to life at conference 


... continued from page 1 


sitting at home watching some- 
thing on television or reading it 
in a book.” 


A chair that hugs 


Howes added that the rave is a 
continuation of the Woodstock 
phenomenon. “What you find is 
that there are reactions to the 
sensory deprivation and hyper- 





A chair that squeezes the occupant, a vast wall of marmalade, a floor 
of crushed glass, intermittent household noises, a coin-operated 
machine that dispenses desirable smells — these are part of an interac- 
tive art show called Vital Signs, on view at Concordia’s Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Art Gallery until May 20. Lively and provocative, it brings together 
15 works on the theme of the non-visual senses in contemporary art prac- 
tice. It is running in conjunction with the international conference 
Uncommon Senses: The Senses in Art and Culture, April 27-29. 


Here’s a glimpse at just 
some of the 175 presenta- 
tions at Uncommon Senses: 


The Parable of the Cave (Blind 
Version), Brian Massumi, State 
University of New York. Plato's 
parable is considered the founda- 
tion of much of Western 
philosophy. This is an attempt to 
rethink this eye-minded parable 
through other sensory channels 
such as hearing, smelling, tasting 
or touching. 


Rasaesthetics, Richard Schechner, 
New York University. Rasa perfor- 


mance theory, central to Indian 


aesthetics, is belly-based. Closely 
connected to the interiority of the 
body, rasaesthetics gives a whole 
different basis to aesthetics than 
the head-oriented, eye-based sys- 
tems prominent in the West. 


Corrupting the Purity of the 
White Cube, Jim Drobnick, 
Concordia University. This paper 
explores how some contemporary 
artists are making use of the largely 
ignored sensory field of smell to 
“corrupt” the white cube, that is, 
the conventional exhibition space 
consisting of blank walls, geometric 
forms and uncluttered lines of view. 


The Eye of the Flesh: Sight and 
Embodiment in the Middle 
Ages, Suzannah Biernoff, Middle- 
sex University. Recent accounts of 
Western ocularcentrism have 
stressed the distancing, objectify- 
ing and implicitly masculine 


features of modern ways of seeing 
and knowing. This paper will point 
towards another, largely ignored, 
history of vision; in which sight is 
imagined and experienced as a 
bodily encounter and in which it is 
intimate, reciprocal, often erotic 
and frequently feminized. 


The Sensory Subversion of 
Reading, Sabine Gross, University 
of Wisconsin. A closer look at the 
activity of reading reveals its sup- 
pressed sensory dimension. Texts 
appeal not only to readers’ eyes, 
but to their sense of touch, smell 
and hearing, to their hands, mouths 
and bodies. Offering detailed histor- 
ical and contemporary examples, 
Gross proposes an approach to 
reading that acknowledges its phys- 
ical-sensory substratum. 


From Wonka Bars to Cheesy 
Poofs: The Taste(s) of Popular 
Cinema, Leanne Downing, Latrobe 
University. The paper seeks to flesh 
out some of the carnal and sentient 
aspects of movie-going by consider- 
ing the frequently overlooked 
senses of touch, smell and taste 
within the cinematic experience. 
Through an investigation of promo- 
tional “movie foods,” this paper 
explores the ways in which specta- 
tors are encouraged to literally 
ingest and taste films, as well as 
watch them visually. 


Sweet Incense and Sticky 
Foods: The House as a Multi- 
sensory Medium in the Arabian 
Gulf States, Sharon Nagy, DePaul 
University. In the Arabian Gulf State 


Concordia’s Thursday Report 


visualism of modernity,” he said. 
Although over the last cen- 
turies technology has propelled 
us towards a more visual world, 
Classen said that as we enter the 
21st century, the so-called lower 
senses are going to be reinscribed 
into technology. Software compa- 
nies are now looking at ways to 
stimulate touch and smell 
through electronic media, for 
example in computer games. 
“This is going to have an enor- 


mous effect on the importance of 


these so-called lower senses. 
Once they, too, are introduced 
into our technological world, 
we'll no longer have such an 
audio-visual world any more. 
Then we can certainly move into 
interesting dimensions.” 

The conference, which is fund- 
ed in part by the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Coun- 
cil (SSHRC), is the culmination 
of a three-year research project 
funded by the Fonds pour la For- 
mation de Chercheurs et de 
l’Aide a la Recherche (FCAR). 

To view the conference pro- 
gram and for further information 
about the conference, visit the 
Uncommon Senses Web site at 
http://alcor.concordia.ca/~senses. 
Concordia students are welcome 
to audit the conference for free. 


of Qatar, houses communicate sta- 
tus and negotiate social relations. 
They accomplish this not only 
through their elaborate visual 
facades but also through the multi- 
sensory rituals of hospitality 
involving food and incense that 
take place within the house. This 
paper explores how the exterior 
image of the house combines with 
the multisensory experience of the 
home to constitute a complex sys- 
tem of signification. 


Hyperaesthesia, Sensory Concur- 
rence and New Technologies, 
Melanie Swalwell, University of 
Technology, Sydney. Many digital 
media technologies promise to 
reward their users with extraordi- 
nary sensory experiences: total 
connectivity, presence-inducing 
immersion, “unparalleled” simul- 
taneity of sensation. This paper 
takes a critical look at the state of 
hyperaesthesia so created. 


Vital Signs, an exhibition curated 
by Display Cult, which runs until 
May 20 at the Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Gallery. 


Sentience, a performance series 
also curated by Display Cult, on 
April 29. 


Sense Machine, a video screen- 
ing throughout the conference in 
the Mezz Café, curated by Nelson 
Henricks. 


For more information, please 
call 576-1501. 
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Concordia University is seeking a Vice-Rector, Institutional Relations 
and Secretary-General. This appointment is normally for a five-year 
term, is renewable upon an open search and will commence June 1, 
2001. The incumbent seeks re-appointment and is therefore a candidate 
for this position. 


Dr. Frederick Lowy is inviting all members of the Concordia community to 
comment on the profile of the ideal candidate for the position of Vice-Rec- 
tor, Institutional Relations and Secretary-General. In particular, comments 
from the following assemblies are encouraged: Senate, Arts and Science Fac- 
ulty Council, Commerce and Administration Faculty Council, Engineering | 
and Computer Science Faculty Council, Fine Arts Faculty Council, Council 
of the School of Graduate Studies. 


Please send your comments to: Enza De Cubellis, Secretary to the Advisory 
Search Committee, S-BC-203, e-mail: enza@alcor.concordia.ca or fax: 848- 
4546 by 10 a.m. on April 17, 2000. 


VICE-RECTOR, INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS 
and SECRETARY-GENERAL 
Profile of the Ideal Candidate 


Concordia University has recently redefined the portfolio of the Vice-Rector, 
Institutional Relations and Secretary-General. Reporting directly to this 
position are the following 10 offices: 


Advancement & Alumni Relations 
Equity Programs 

Government Relations & External Affairs 
Human Resources and Employee Relations 
Information Services 

Institutional Archives 

Legal Counsel 

Marketing Communications 

Office of the Board of Governors 

Public Relations 

Translation Services 





Reporting directly to the Rector and Vice-Chancellor, the Vice-Rector, Insti- 
tutional Relations and Secretary-General is responsible for the development 
and maintenance of effective relationships with the University’s various con- 
stituencies, effective government and external relations, generation of public 
and private support for the University and affiliated organizations, and the 
University’s overall communications strategy. In addition, the Vice-Rector, 
Institutional Relations and Secretary-General is responsible for the develop- 
ment and maintenance of effective human resources strategies, ensuring a 
positive labour relations environment within the University. 


As the Secretary-General, the Vice-Rector ensures the smooth operation of 
the Board of Governors and Senate and that all the University’s legal affairs 
are properly managed. 


Organizational Structure: 

This position is one of four senior administrative positions reporting directly 
to the Rector and Vice-Chancellor. The other three are: Provost and Vice- 
Rector, Research; Vice-Rector, Services; and Chief Financial Officer. 


Challenges: 

A number of challenges will be faced by the Vice-Rector, Institutional Rela- 
tions and Secretary-General, of which the most notable are: 

* To design and lead an ongoing fundraising strategy to meet not only the 
annual needs of the University for external support, but also to meet the 
University’s needs for recapitalization and development 

* To establish closer liaison with governments and other Quebec universities 
* To oversee human resources management, and especially labour relations, 
in the context of changing legislation 

+ To ensure successful and efficient collective bargaining agreements 

* To increase the visibility, public understanding and support for Concordia 
and to facilitate the development of a coherent external and internal com- 
munications strategy 


Qualities Sought in Candidate: 

While it is recognized that no candidate for the position of Vice-Rector, 
Institutional Relations and Secretary-General is likely to meet all the criteria 
outlined below in equally strong measure, the following experience, attribut- 
es and personal qualities are desirable: 

* Credentials and experience sufficient to ensure an understanding of and 
respect from the University community as a whole 

+ Superior communication skills, oral and written, in English and French 

* Capacity to listen to and appreciate the views of others 

* Capacity for effective team work with other senior administrators 

+ Superior organizational and administrative skills 


| * A positive attitude to problem solving 
| * Energy, creativity and resourcefulness 
}| * Integrity, honesty and high ethical standards 


* Capacity to exercise good judgement 
+ Ability to be an articulate, effective spokesperson for the University 
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Events, notices and classified ads must reach the Public Relations Depart- 
ment (BC-115) in writing no later than Thursday, § p.m. the week prior to 
the Thursday publication.For more information, please contact Eugenia 
Xenos at 848-4279, by fax: 848-2814 or by e-mail: ctr@alcor.concordia.ca 





Alumni 


Sports Hall of Fame 

Induction Banquet 

Come celebrate the athletes, builders 
and teams that have made Concordia 
proud. Thursday, April 27, La Brasserie 
Molson O'Keefe. $75. Business attire. 
Info: Alumni Affairs, 848-3818. 





Applied 
Psychology Centre 


The Applied Psychology Centre in the 
Department of Psychology offers confi- 
dential psychotherapy and assessment 
for adults, couples, families, children 
and teenagers. By appointment only. 
Call 848-7550. 





Art 


Until April 15 

You killed 44 people, work by Isaac Kim. 
Bourget Gallery, 1230 de la Montagne. 
Free. Info: 848-4607. 


April 14-23 

Design Art Concordia Graduate Exhibi- 
tion, work by graduating students of the 
BFA in Design Art. Vernissage: April 14, 
7 p.m., 4429 St. Denis, open noon to 6 
p.m. Free. Info: Jen or Jay, 845-3752. 


April 16-30 

The Ot-her, work by Karen Hibbard. 
Vernissage: Thursday, April 20, 5 p.m. 
Bourget Gallery, 1230 de la Montagne. 
Free. Info: 848-4607. 


Until May 20 
Vital Signs. Leonard and Bina Ellen Art 
Gallery, 1400 de Maisonneuve W. Free. 
Info: 848-4750. 





CPR classes 


Environmental Health and Safety 
For information and prices on the 
following courses, call Donna 
Fasciano at 848-4355. 

Saturday, April 15: 

Heartsaver (English) 


Saturday, April 22: 
Basic Life Support recertification 


Sunday, April 23: 
Heartsaver Plus 


Thursday, April 27: 
Heartsaver (English) 





Campus Ministry 


Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 
Nutritious, vegetarian meals. Just $1 or 
two! Mondays 5-7 p.m., 2090 Mackay — 
Z-105/6. Info: 848-3588 or 848-2859. 





Centre for Teaching 
anid Learning Services 


To register for any of the following 
workshops, please contact the Centre 
for Teaching and Learning Services at 
848-2495 or ctls@alcor.concordia.ca 


Developing a Teaching Dossier 

The teaching dossier is one means of 
recording your work as a teacher, your 
teaching accomplishments, and your phi- 
losophy of teaching. This workshop will 
provide some suggestions, based on the 
Canadian Association of University 
Teachers (CAUT) guidelines, to help you 
develop your own teaching dossier. Mon- 
day, April 17, H-771, Hall Building, SGW, 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


Keeping Current: Effective Strategies 
in Electronic Research 

This hands-on workshop will cover tools, 
services, and strategies that can help you 
keep current with the literature and 
research in your subject area. Enrollment 
is limited to 15. Tuesday, April 25, LB- 
203, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 





Concert Hall 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 
Sherbroooke St. W. 848-4848. 


Thursday, April 13, 8 p.m.: 

All In One & Solo Performances, stu- 
dents of Jazz Improv II class, directed by 
Charles Ellison. Free admission. 


Friday, April 14, 8 p.m.: 

Concordia Big Band, Concordia's 17- 
piece jazz big band and guest soloists, 
conducted by Dave Turner. Free 
admission. 


Saturday, April 15, 8 p.m.: 
Chamber Ensembles, directed by Liselyn 
Adams. Free admission. 


Sunday, April 16, 2 p.m.: 

Chantal Parent and Marie-Anne 
Rozankovic, violins. Students of Claude 
Richard. Free admission. 


Sunday, April 16, 8 p.m.: 

Evgenia Kirjner, classical piano diploma 
recital. Student of Gregrory Chaverdian. 
Free admission. 


Monday, April 17, 8 p.m.: 

Rosmarie Oberholzer, soprano, accom- 
panied by Glenna Ferland. Student of 
Jocelyne Fleury. Free admission. 


Wednesday, April 19, 8 p.m.: 

Myrtle Thomas, flute, accompanied by 
Robert Jones, student of Liselyn 
Adams. Michael MacDonald, classical 
guitar, student of Garry Antonio. Free 
admission. 


Thursday, April 20, 8 p.m.: 

Irene Feher, soprano diploma recital. 
Student of Beverly McGuire. Free 
admission. 


Tuesday, April 25, 8 p.m.: 

André Beizil, classical piano diploma 
recital. Student of Lauretta Altman. Free 
admission. 


Wednesday, April 26, 8 p.m. 

Irina Syssoeva, classical piano recital. 
Student of Gregory Chaverdian. Free 
admission. 


Thursday, April 27, 8 p.m.: 
Lakeshore Concert Band, a gala concert 
featuring George Gershwin's Rhapsody 





in Blue with pianist Tom Davidson. $10 
general / $5 students & seniors. 





Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) 


The Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP) is a voluntary, confidential coun- 
selling and information service for 
full-time, permanent university employ- 
ees and their families. 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. Call 1-800-387-4765 (Eng- 
lish) or 1-800-361-5676 (French). 





Lectures 


Friday, April 14 

Dr. Rosemarie Schade will give a 
research presentation on "Creating 'New 
Women' in Weimar, Germany: Feminist 
Psychological and Youth Movement Per- 
spectives” at noon in MU-203, Simone 
de Beauvoir Institute, 2170 Bishop. Bring 
your lunch. Info: 848-2373. 


Thursday, April 27 

Yuri Gurevich, head of the Foundations 
of Software Engineering group at 
Microsoft Research, from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the DeSéve Cinema, 1400 de 
Maisonneuve W. Please RSVP with 
Josie by April 19 at 848-3109 or 
josie@encs.concordia.ca 





Legal Information 


Concordia’s Legal Information Ser- 
vices offers free and confidential legal 
information and assistance to the 
Concordia community. By appointment 
only. Call 848-4960. 





Meetings 


Model UN Club 

Conocrdia's Model United Nations Club 
is wrapping up after a successful year. 
However, new members are always wel- 
come. Meetings take place every Friday 
at 1 p.m., in H-435. Info: www.kermuni. 
net/commun, or call 489-9747. 





Notices 


Call for papers 

ISEA 2000, the 10th International Sym- 
posium on Electronic Art, will be held in 
Paris between December 7-10. Dead- 
line for paper submissions is April 30. 
Info: www.art3000.com, or isea 
2000@art3000.com 


Concordia Student Safety Patrol 
Need to use the Safety Patrol’s drop-by 
or accompaniment services? Call 848- 
7533 to reach a dispatcher between 6 
p.m. and midnight, Monday to Friday, 
both campuses. Also, we can never 
have enough volunteers. If you have 
three hours to spare a week, call 848- 
8600 (SGW) or 848-8700 (Loyola). 





Office of Rights 
and Responsibilities 


The Office of Rights and Responsibili- 
ties is available to all members of the 


university community for confidential 
consultations regarding any type of 
unacceptable behaviour, including dis- 
crimination and personal/sexual 
harassment, threatening and violent 
conduct, theft, destruction of property. 
Call 848-4857, or drop by 2150 Bishop, 
room 110. 





Ombuds Office 


The Ombuds Office is available to all 
members of the University for informa- 
tion, confidential advice and 
assistance with university-related 
problems. Call 848-4964, or drop by 
2100 Mackay, room 100. 





Peer Support 
Drop-in Centre 


We are a group of undergraduate stu- 
dents, just like you. We get lost, 
confused and worried like everyone 
else. Our drop-in centre is a quiet, 
friendly place where you can relax, 
chat or ask a simple question about 
anything. If we don’t know the 
answer, we'll get you to someone who 
does. We also have a lending library. 
Monday — Thursday, 12 — 5 p.m., Z-02, 
2090 Mackay, 848-2859. 





Special Events 


Conference on the senses 

An international conference on the 
senses in art and culture, titled Uncom- 
mon Senses, will take place April 27-29 
at Concordia. Info: alcor.concordia.ca/ 
~senses 


Benefit concert 

The Graduate History Student Associa- 
tion presents a benefit concert for the 
Keith Lowther Memorial Fellowship, 
featuring Edwin and the Bedouins and 
special guest performers at Avanti, 5712 
Sherbrooke St. W. on Thursday, April 27 
at 8:30 p.m. $10. Info: Stephen Lamb at 
487-8636 or slamb@vax2. concordia.ca, 
or Melanie Fishbane, 937-8590. 





Theatre 


November Theatre Company 

This group of Concordia students are 
presenting The Qualities of Zero, a new 
play by Jacob Richmond, until April 22, 
at the McGill Players’ Theatre, 3480 
McTavish. Tickets and info: 932-5838. 


Unclassified 


Organic produce 
Become a financial partner on an 
organic farm and receive a basket of 
fresh produce weekly throughout the 
summer. Info: Eco-quartier Peter- 
McGill, 933-1069. 


For sale 

Men's mountain bike, CCM Pursuit, 
26", 18 speed, $60. Women’s moun- 
tain bike, 24”, 18 speed, $75. Both in 
good condition. Also bike rack, holds 3 
bikes, $30. Contact 482-9295, or 
rcai@mercato.concordia.ca 


Computer for sale 

PowerMac 7200/120, MHZ/1.5 GB/64 
MB (RAM) computer with Apple Color 
Display 15" monitor, Color Stylewriter 
2500 printer, and 28.8 K U.S. Robotics 
modem. All in excellent condition. 
$1,500. Call Elana at 487-6512. 


Powerhbooks for sale 

Two Powerbook G3s: One has a 14.1” 
screen, 300 MHz, 64 M RAM, 8 GIG hard 
drive, 56.6 modem; the other has a 13.3” 
screen, 250 MHz, 32 M RAM, 4 Gig hard 
drive, 56.6 modem. Call Louis, 486-3685. 


For sale 

Acer flat bed scanner, 310P, parallel 
model for Windows 95/Windows 98. 
Original packaging, manual, software 


on CD, one year old. Paid $150, asking 
$60. Excellent condition. Contact Roy, 
640-6519, ext. 328. 


Sabbatical home 

From September 1 to August 1, 2001. 
Spacious 3-storey townhouse, 4 bed- 
rooms, 2 studies, 2 1/2 bathrooms. 
Fully furnished, backyard, deck, parking 
for 2 cars. Westmount, close to metro, 
shopping, park. Klaus or Nina, 933- 
3835, cykm@musica.mcgill.ca 


House for rent 

In Montreal West (near Loyola Cam- 
pus). Available July 1 for one year only. 
Large three-story house. 5 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 2 powder rooms, working 
fireplace, finished basement. Fully fur- 
nished and equipped. $1,800/mo (plus 
utilities). No smokers. Call 488-3270 or 
e-mail caplin@music.mcgill.ca 


Seeking accommodations 

| am doing an internship in Montreal 
in the summer and am looking to sub- 
let a one-room bedroom, clean, 
furnished flat from May 2 to Septem- 
ber 1. $350-500. Call Monica at 
1-780-437-6103, or Monica121@ 
hotmail.com 


Seeking accommodations 

Retired Concordia professor, single, no 
children, no pets, seeks house sitting 
or furnished accomodation from May 1 
to June 30 in Plateau or downtown 
area. Please send e-mail to: interkom- 
bo@mail.matav.hu 


Seeking travel companions 

I'm a 28-year-old guy from France 
planning a trip to Quebec this summer. 
I'm looking for nice people to discover 
Northern Quebec with, or any beauti- 
ful place | don't know (Newfoundland, 
New Brunswick). If interested, contact 
Stephan at stephan.guettier@free.fr 


Student business loans 

What are your plans for next summer? 
Why not create your summer job and 
become your own boss? If you are a 
full-time student and intend to go back 
to school next fall, the Business 
Development Bank of Canada offers 
you access to an interest-free loan of 
up to $3,000. Info, or to apply online: 
www.bde.ca/student_loans**, or call 
toll-free 1-888-INFO-BDC. 


Environmental business 

Established environmental business, 10 
years, protected territory. Serious 
inquiries, 485-4570. 


Services offerts 

Baccalauréat littéraire - Dipléme secré- 
tariat de direction - France. Traitement 
de textes - corrections d'épreuves - 
Révisions linguistiques. Tél. 762-6109, 
fred.djou@sympatico.ca 


Services offered 

Translation and proofreading services 
for university thesis, papers, résumés; 
including courses: Word, Windows 
95/98, Call Susan at 937-6409. 


Proofreading services 

Editing of term papers and dissertations 
by PhD graduate and writing instructor. 
Reasonable rates. Call 274-1336. 


Free assessment 

Wondering if your attention and con- 
centration skills are good? If you are 
between 18 and 45 years old, here is 
your chance to get a free neuropsycho- 
logical assessment by a PhD clinical 
psych student. Confidential feedback + 
$5 compensation for 2 sessions. Call 
France 848-2213 or 768-8109. 


Partcipate in study 

The Concordia University Sexuality and 
Reproductive Health Lab, in the Psychol- 
ogy Department, invites 18-70 year olds 
to participate in a study on intimacy, 
personality and sexuality. Involves ques- 
tionnaire completion. Strictly 
confidential. Info: Jennifer Volsky Rush- 
ton, 848-7567, rushky@sprint.ca 





Workshops 


lITS computer workshops 

At the Media Labs at Loyola, AD-105: 
Hi8 Video Editing with Video Toaster 
and Adobe Premiere Digital Video Edit- 
ing. $25 per session. Call 848-3465 for 
dates, times and reservations. Instruc- 
tional and Information Technology 
Services also offer a variety of comput- 
er workshops downtown. For a 
complete schedule, please visit LB-800, 
or visit http://iits/services/training 


EAP lunchtime seminar 

Achieving Balance: How to Handle the 
Stress of Work and Family. Learn new 
tools to handle stress and build mental 
toughness at the same time. Tuesday, 
April 18, 12 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., H-769. 
For Concordia faculty and staff only. 
Please have lunch before or after the 
session. Register with Carmelita 
Swann, cswann@alcor.concordia.ca or 
848-3668. Free. 


- take place i in May 2001. 


Spring Convocation 


Faculty of Fine Arts 
Tuesday, June 6, 2 p.m. 
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 


Faculty of Commerce and Administration 


Wednesday, June 7, 7 p.m. 
Molson Centre 


Faculty of Arts and Science 


Tuesday, June 13, 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 


Molson Centre 


Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Tuesday, June 13, 7 p.m. 
Molson Centre 
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